Fo AN 
ARGUMENT 
Concerning the Human Souls ſeperate 

 Subſiſtance, 


The PREFACE. 


N the Month © of December, 1698, 4 Neighbour reputed a Qua” 
ker, came to me, and brought in his Hand: a ſmail Pamphlet” 
whoſe Title was Spira Reſpirans, and delivering the ſame unto me? 
he told me that there were divers Arguments in it, for proving the Souls 
ſeparate Subſtance, which he perceived I food in doubt of. T liked his 
« abt Inclination ſor drawing Men out of Error , or the uneaſmeſs 
of a don'ting Condition, -and ujon peruſal of his Treatiſe, did find that 
it medied not with this SuLjef, untl the very latter end of the Pan- 
phlet, or the 48 page of it. from whence my Examination begins. And 
thereby T found that he produces three Arguments for the Souls ſeparate 
Subſtances The two firſt whereef I thought to be fancyful or enthuſia- 
ftick,, and therefore I have made very ſhort Atiſwers to them. But his 
Third Argument T found to be more ſober and ſubſtantial, and drawn 
from two principal Toj":hs. The firſt off them from the Reſurrefion ; 
and-the fecond from Gods creating of Souls for Men, and to each of 
them I- have made a diffcnftt Arſwer, and more at" large then to both: 
his former, and therein have ſausfyed my own Underſtanding ; and yet 
T remain under a deſire to hear the judgment of other Men uton this 
Subjefl, and force of the _—_— herein ſpecifyed, T believe that 
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the Precepe delivered in Moſes Law, of not ſeeing Sin or Error? in our 
Brethren without reproving them for it, is in full praflice at 
this Day. And as Thave taken my ſhare in doing. ſo T expett a ſhare 
in ſuffering, according to the Tenor thereof. If I might chuſe the man- 
ner of being reproved, it ſhould be done with Love, and in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs. but if that cannot be obtained, T will rather adventure the 
being laſy/d or ſpatter'd with the Dirt of Reproaches (as IT have once 
before been) then to continue in Error, or ſuch a ſtate of doubting as 
T have lang been under, concerning the nature of the Subje# here put 
under Examination. And therefore T extoſe the preſent Pamphlet to 
the publich View, with ſubmiffion to the trya! of other Mens judg- 
ments thereupon. And ſpall ſay no more to my conſiderate Reader, 
then that I wiſh him heartily to Farewet. | 
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Spira Reſpirans, Long. printed 
1695. 1n 8V0. 


Pag. 48. HE Writer of that Pamphlert ſays, there are ſome 
few honeſt Hearts who periwade themſelves, and 
: wovld have others pe:{waded, that the Soul is mor- 

tal and dies with the. Body. 

And in kindneſs to theſe honeſt Perſons, he intends herz to 
prove, t:at the Soul doth indeed live when ſeparated from the 
Body, and that therefore it is immortal. ' In proving of which 
Aſſeryon he ſuppoſes as granted, that there is in Man a Bodily 
being and a Spiritual being, ſo diſtin one from another, as thar 
they are beings of a different Nature, and devidable one of them 
from another, with a continuance of ſubliftance to them both. 
And his ſo doing, I ſay, is but begging, and not proving the 
point now in queſtion berween us For the honeſt Hearts to 
whom he writes, do deny that there is ſuch a {piritual Being 
ar Subſtance in Man, as is uncrly immarterial, or thar hath any 
{uch bcing of ir {elt, as that it can ſubliſt in a ſtace of ſeparation 
from the Body. 


His part in the diſpute of this Queſtion ſhould have been, firſt 
to prov= that there is {uch a ſpiritual being in Man as he hath be-« 
forc {uppoled. And becauſe he hath nor done ſo, nor made any 
Overcutes or Offers towards it, and his Opponents will not ac- 
cept of his Suppuſirions, that there is fuch a Spirit in Man as he 
harh ſurmilcd, all his Arguments founded upon that ſurmiie, fall 
and fail of themſelyes for want of a real and true Foundation for 
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te wpport of them "and nced no farther Ariwer till-he ſhall 


have better proved that there 1s iuch a Spi, ic in Man as he b<tore 
bur ſuppoled. 


P. 59. He ſays, rhe Nature being or whatneſs of a Soul or Min 
is thinking, and nothing elſe but thinking, and thinking is all it 
doth or bath : I anſwer, that his Words, the being or whatnels 
ot. rhe Soul, do, I canceive intend its. Eflence,..or even- the very 
ſubſtance of it which tuirs berter to his Words, the whamicls Cf 
it, as if in Truth ic .had no,other ſubſtance bur thinking. 


If he ſhall prove that there 1s reatly ſrch a ſpir'tral {ut ſtance 
in Man 3s hc hath ſuppoſec,.it will then be time- ro arguc with 
him conceraing tois whatneſs of thinking, which te pretends to 
be the very effer.ce and {ubſtance of it. Bur ill ſich proot ſhall 
be mad: his ſubſtantial ſpiritual Soul, and the whatnes of it (ha!l 
be lefr, as the chimerical apprehenſfions ot our preſent Writer. He 
diſccurſcs here further concerning what uſe the Soul makes of the 
Body, which I paſs as impertinent uni he prove there is in the Bo- 
dy ſuch a ſort of Sul as he {urnnles,, 


P.52. He fays many of onr Theughts depend upon. the Union 
of the Soui and Body. and come by occaſion of bodily things, bur 
yet that a!l our thoughts do not do fo. Bur I think the contraly, 
2iz. that all our thoughts and power of thinking ariſe from, and 
depend uron the Union of the Soul and Buiy. Darzid tcls us, 
that ler the intentions of a wicked Man be never fo bad, yet when 
he dics, all his thoughs pcrih. And fob ſays, that in the Grave 
the weary are at reſt, and Men are there freed.trom all ſort-of op- 
preſſion; and I demana 'of our opponents one Hiſtorical Inftance 
or Narrative of a {cparate Souls thinking, or doing any thing elſe, 
from the time of. the Worlds Creation to this Day, believing they 
cannor proditce ſuch an inſtanc?, excepting Parables like thoſe of 
Lazarus, and the Rap:ure'or Reyclation. of St. Fohr.. 


P.'53- He ſays thar It is Gods Will the Soul ſhould contiuve to 
be-immortat; and this he promiſes clearly to prove by his follow- 
ing-Arguracnts which come now to be examined. | 


He. 
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He draws his firſt Argument from his own Experience, and lays 
that in a Trance when” he was nor lenfible whether he was alive 
or dead, he thought, unde ſtood, ' conlider'd and will'd, and more * 
vigoroully then ordinary ; and becauſe he did then do ſo, he ar- 
gues why may nor dead Men continue to do fo 7 T an{wer, becauſe 
there 1s a great-deal of difference: betwixt a Man in a: Trance: and 
one pertectly dead, and*as much as -berween a. living 'and : dead 
Perion; anJ I conceive ene: may: as well argue, a living Man 


thinks, underſtan.s, conſiders and* wills, and why may-not a-dea@'- 
Man do lo. 


P."55- Secondly, he lays it fs. my Duty to love Gbd, and'tolove * 
him {til and therefore my capacity of loving God ſtall never*- 
ceale, t> wich I reply, Utra efe non datur poſe. He ſays further, * 
Bodies do roc think, cannor love, it is only Souls'thar cn, to 
which I anfwer, that neither 'Bodics nor Sculs in {epatation ene 
from another'can think, or love; or do any thing clſc whatſoever; 
| and I delire ro- be informed of the contrary, by any that know + * 
of fuch things : feparatcly done; and withous the conjunction of - 
them both together. 


P. 56. He fays God is not praigd by Bodies but by Souls; t re- - 
ply, not by Souls without Bodies, but by Men, he is praiſed du- © 
ring the Cenjuuction of their Souls and Bodies, bur by the brea- - 
king ol thar tUnwn, all human aftions looſe their Power and Pers * 
| formances, waich by the Reſarr: fien tt all ar laſt be rctored with ” 

orcarer Capacties than beto'& were enjoyed. He lays he'defires to ' 
love God perpetuaily,” and forever, 1 carnot blame him for'it ;' 
for whilſt he can do io, he ſhall: have a perpetual fccnrity from * 
the -it oke of Death ,' concerning *which the Hymn of Hezekrah, * 
| when he was drawn out of the jaws ot Deathy doth- {ufficiently © 
infiru&t us. He favs he cannor defire any Good, bin Ged wills tt 
as:much or more I reply, he may-- lawfully defire a good and: 
large Eſtare, with de{izn and intent to dzſtribure liberally ro the 
Pgor, but neither I, nor he, do tnink Gol oblig'd to will as he-wils't 
ia-+his ppinr, 0: many other like occafions- 


' Þ, 57. He demands, would God give Man a deſire to a good 
thing, aud rot give him the good thing defired. I reply, God gives 
and a/lows to Men the deſire of many good things, which he gives 
them not the power to attain unto. He quotes our Lords direi- 
on to pray, and promiſes that whatloeyer. we pray tor in his 
Name, he will give us. Whence he may as well warrant the good 
iuccels of a Prayer, requeſting him to giye us Fortunatus's Purſe, 
or lomething equivalent tnereunto. 


P. 51. He fays there are in the Scripture ſufficient Evidences, if 
not ſeit evident proot that the Soul is imworcal. I reply, 1 have 
aor yet been {o torrunate as to meet with inffic:ent Evidence to that 
purpole in the Scripture, and much lets wih thoſe felf-cvidenr 
proets which he iays may be found there. Ard 1 lay very much 
blame upon him for not proitucing ſuch Evideiices and Seit-pro- 
ving Arguments as he knows to be there, for the Conviction of 
chole hondſt iicarts. for wave ſakes he bath inventcd all theſe 
Arguments of his 072, and wiz.ch have very little force or cocrti- 


2n 1n them, 


The third Aranment;whichhecalls his laſt for proof of the Souls 
Immoriality, he draws jrom 132 nature and manner of the Re- 
ſurreQion ; and {ays thar if tize Soul air ani periſh with the Body, 
then at th: refurrc&tion, the Soul which riſes cantot be the ſame 
with tht which dyed, bur ons newly created for informing the 
riling Body, and which cannot be conſcious of what was done 
in the perion formerly dead, and lo not d<{crving Reward or Pu- 
niſhmenr for works done by the Pciion now riting in his former 
Soul and Body. To this 1 reply, that nothing can have a real 
and truz re{urreRtion to Life, which was not reaily and truly dead 
before. And therefore 1t the Soul have a reai and true R-fur- 
reton at the laſt day, it muſt haye had a true an:i rcal Death 
periſkins or extinguiſhment beforc thattime. VWhence if 1r be to 
have a true and fiture Reſurreftion, it mult d'c and perith with the 
Bodv. whoſe amicable concomitant it always is beth in the pro- 
creation, at the Birth, in the Life, atthe Ueath, and in the Re- 
{urre&tion of the Perſon. And as ro the ſfamcneſs of that Soul 
with chat that periſhed art the death; ic. ſhall be as much the {ame, 
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25s the Body rifing ſhall be the ſame with that that dyed. And. 
herein I do further conceive, that w2 cannot properly hold a diſ- 
courle concerning the Reſurreftion of the Bady or the Soul ſepa-- 
rately conlider'a, there being nothing cither- in Reaſon or Scrip- 
ture, upon which Men can ground: their Appretinfions of a Re- 
ſurre&ion of cither of them ſeparate from- the other. Bur if we 
will ſ-cak properly and truly of the Reſwrettion, we muſt ſay 
with St. Pau/, I Cor. 15. thac it is the RefurreHion of the Dead, 
not of the Body or Soul, but of the Perion which comprehends: 
chem both as the ewo main and conſtituent parts thereof; He ſays 
there v. 32. If the dead' riſe nor, /e «1 eat and drink for too mor- 
row we dye. (And there is an end of us) then he demands, it the 
Dead be raiſed, with what Bodies do they come? without making 
any enquiry concerning the Soul, which I conceive he paſt as a ne- 
cellary principle which mult giye Life to the Body, and conſtitute 
the ra:ſed Perſon. The Apoſtles Creed in our Language, delivers 
as an Article of Faith the Refurreion of the Bedy, but in fo do- 
ing, it de; arts from its originals, borh of the Greek and Latin Lan=- 
ovages in the expreſs words of bogh witch, it is called and termed the 
Reſurre&ion cf the Fleſh. Ihnd no ſufficient realon why this variance 
from our Originals ſhould be continued amongſt us, and do there- 
fore wiſh the Corrc&ion or Amendment of it, believing withal, 
chat the beſt and moſt proper exprettion of our Faith in this poinr 
:5 uſed in the Niceen-creed by the words I look for rhe ReſurreRion of 
the Dead, by which 1 conceive is intended the de:d perſons conſti- 
cuted of Sou's and Bodies; the fame, or after rhe fame fort and 
manner as they formerly liv'd in this World, able to acconnre for 
all they did whilſt they before lived here, and eo receive juſt Re- 
compences according to their Works done in this Life, Here, 
when Men dye, they are commonly ſaid tro fleep with their Fa- 
thers. and the faithful eſpecially are fa'd to dye in the Lord, and 
to reſt from rheir Labours 1 Thef. 4. They are ſaid to fleep in 
Chriſt. and: Solomon directs to remember theſe davs of darkn:1s, tor 
that they ſball be many,and therefire we muſt remember them;thar 
we may be prepared for them, by keeping our Lights and Lamps 
burning and f-ining, til death exrin2wiſh them and our ſelves to- 
gether. by caſting all into that ſound feep which Death only: carr 
afford us, giving us thereby a perfect Reſt from all "= 
Mala» 
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Maladies, Temptations and Troubles. Of which Men have an 
.Ulmbrage or Similicude when they ſee Men folded in a Very pro- 
fad and ſound Sleep, out of which- with pinching or beating they 
can with great difkculues be. awaked. And. yer we find that Men 
.rouſed cur. of ſuch a Sleep, after they. have rubbed their £ yes, and 
.have been throughly awakened,.-can give a ready-and reaſonable 
account of . the things which they have done betore their falling 
atleep. And »«f a like Nature with the rouſing from ſuch a Sleep, 
.T conceive the Relurreftion of the Dead will be. And if any Man 
will fill be ſo-curious, as to puzzic himſelt and his opponent with 
[the nice demands. of how, and by whar means-{uch things ſhall be 
. done, and- wou!d deſire me. ro- account de mode reſurreftionis, and 
the mcans by which it it-all be ated and p:rtormed; I iball only, 
giving the ſatisfaftion of a- d.4s providebit, ref-rring for the reſt to 
- I Cor. 15. as-the beſt and largeſt account which I know 1o be given 
concerning it, and as a paraliel caſe raereunto I will point himto 
. Þ 3. whcre our Lord difcourſing with Nicodemus, tells him, the 
Find bloweth where it tyjteth, .and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but 
canſt not tell whence it coneth, nor whither # goeth, ſo is every. one that 
i born of the Sjirit, Nicodemus replys, how can theſe things be * And 
4 I think may every Man reaſonably do, who will nicely confi- 
der tbe poiors really conſtderable in our great myitery of the Re- 
.farreftion of the Dead. It Men could reaſonabiy dilcover and ac- 
count tor the modes and manner of ſuch a Reſurreftion, it would 
. need no more to be accounted. amongſt - the -great myſteries of 
Chriſtian Religion, as in . all rimes -it hath bþcen eſteemed. - We 
.have a Faith n:xc unto Knowledge, that our [Loris humane Per- 
ſon was procreated in a Virgin without the Knowledge or Affiſt- 
ance of a Man, and I may as reaſonably enquire de mods hujus 
generationis, and after what manner the ſame was acted or came 
to paſs. Again, my Viriser and I; and all that 1 know are agreed, 
that the humane Perſon is ated and. moved, either by a ſubſtan- 
tial intelligent Sonl. or by a'Superfine, vet material and unintelli- 
gent Spirit, but neither of us, nor T-think any Man elſe can tell 
,any thing. de modo movendi, Or after what manner, and by what 
means either of them doth or can aft and muye the wonderful 
Machine of the human Body. Thete Sciences are juſtly to be 
_ranked inter arcana opifics, God hath not. yet reycaled unto _ 
| | 
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the manner and means of ſuch. performances, and thete ſeems to. bt- 
a nimium in "the re-{earches of thoſe Men, who may pretend to 
make ſtri& and nice enquiries into the n:ianner and natute of {fuck 
myſteries, or. de modo operationis tnercof. Ir ſeems enovgh for Men 
ro know, God hath declared and promilcd, that there ſhall be an 
univerſal Reſurrection of the. Dead, human Perſons: of all ſorts; 
without making any ſuch Declaration or Promiſe to ay other ſore 
of Creature whatloever. And for this reaſon the Brutes are called 
the Beaſts that periſh utterly, which DoC&rine may be, and elle- 
where hath been proved by me from a clear current: of: Teſtimo= 
nics in the Old Teſtament, and by a potent and ſtrong ſtream of 
Teitimonies in the New. OE 1-” ; eat] 
- P. 59. He fays that if the preſent human Soul dye, or periſh 
with the Body , then there muſt be a new Soul created for the 
riſing Body, at the time of irs ReſurreCtion; which Soul cannor 
reaſonably be accountable for atts done in the-tormer Body, :or 
by the perſon which.now 1s to be rais'd. To this I reply. That this 
Argument 'is founded upon a Fallacy or Miſtake of the Writer, 
whoſe conſequence would be apparently fallacious, it ke do nor 
firſt pretend to believe that Adam had a Soul, as well, and as 
particularly created for him as his Body. And therefore. this point 
ſhall be a little turther examined ; ro which purpole ſhall be quo- 
ted, Gen- 2. 7. God formed Man of. the Duſt of the Ground, and breaths 
ed into his Noſtrils the Breath of Life and Man became a living Soul» 
As a Preliminary to this: Examination, I pretend to have it gran- 
re] me, that the words Man becaine a living Soul; do inter d\ or 
{ippifie the ſame thing as 1f it had becn ſaid that Man became @ 
living Perſon. That-the word Soul in Scriprure doth commonly 
and even ordinarily {ignifie the + Perſon;;z, I am able ro prove by 
many hundred Inſtances, where the fare cannor be intended roi 
ſignifie any other then 'an, humane Perſon. Abraham going with 
his Wife inte Egypt, dircfs ther to ſay (he was his Siſter, for by 
that means, he ſays, his Soul ſhall live for her ſake, (7. e. ) they 
ſhould fave him alive for her ſake, or hc 'thould flill- remain a 1i- 
ving Perſon, Gen. 19. 29. Lot interceeds fen the preſervation of. 
Zoar, laying, this City « near to flee unto, and it is & litile-Ore, 0 
let me eſcape thither, (is it not a little one) and my Soul ſhall live, 
(z. e.) I ſhall live, or ſtill remain a living Perſon. So when Faceb 
went down into Egypt, ic caryed with him Seventy Souls i 
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Foſeph's rwo Sons which were born to him before that time, arc 
called -rwo Souls. So As 25. 37. In St. Pauls dangerous Voyage, 
there were with him inthe Ship, 276 Souls. I iay, that in theſe 
places, and many hundred other places in rhe Scripture, the word 
Soul cannot inrend or ſjgnific any other thing theo Perſon, by one 
of t e moſt ordinary Synredo hes in- the Workd, viz. partis pro toto, 
where, by the moſt active and living part of the Perſon, the whole 
Perſon js intended and ſignified. F. 

} ] pretend then; rhart leaving the figurative expreſſion of this 
Texc, it may be thus rea4 according to the true intent of it, God 
breathed into Adam the Breath of Life, and he became a living 
Perlon. . And thereupon I oblerve, that there is expreſs 1nention 
made here :of the Creation ' of Mans Body, but that there is no 
mention at all of creating a Soul for him. Burt God breathed in 
to his Noſtr:ls the Breath of Lite, and thereupon I conceive. rhar 
God who had then newly created and fhni:l:ed his Organical Body, 
had made his Blood and Humars ' pullulent, and ready to be tin- 
ded and : raiſed into a- flame, by the ating or fanning of ſich a 
moderate Breath as was inrenaed to be breathed into i for that 
purpole 3 whence Godbreatheg into him the Breath of Life,by whoſe 
fanning the Blood, and Humors then pullulent and ready for thar 
operation were tinded and kindled into a flame or glowing, which 
from that time. continued and reſtded in the Blood and Hrmors 
of the Bo:iy, ating and moving Adams whole Body and every 
part, Member, and Muſcle of the ſame, the: tame flame of Life 
being fanned and revived every moment; by the guſts of the am» 
bient Air drawn through the Lungs to fann and refreſh the flame 
of Life reſiding about the Heart, and the other moſt eminent and 
vital parts and viicera of the Body. And this Breath continued to 
be abſolutely neceſſary for theſe purpoſes. during the : rime of 4- 
dams whole Life; and when hz begat a Scn iv his own likene(s, his 
Seed by commixtion , in /oco Idoneo, became coagulated,. and by. 
the neceſſary fomenrarion thereof fermented; and- in its due time 
became a vegitative and living Maſs, which by degrees grew'to an 
embrion, which daily received fome degrees of growth and moriun, 
and when by ſuch vegitation and growth - it had obtained its duc 
erfeftion, it- ſought by - inſtinct and found paſſage rhrough its 
Mother to the open Air, which afrer it hat]t once reccived, it 
cannot live without it; for that upon failour of fanning by the 
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ambient Air, after it hath once reccived - the ſame, it fails and 
dyes again, neceſlarily within the ſpace or. compals of ſome tew 
Momens. And of this our daily Experience fully affures us, by 
the iudden Death ot thoſe who paſs our of this Werld; by Hanging 
or Strugling, which proves, the want bf rhis Rreath to be a de 
den and ſure caute of Death. Phyſicians have told: us, thar it 
after the Childs perfeftion, che Mother be ripr open, and the 
Child be taken from het in the Secondincs, it may flive ſome Hours 
afcer without afliſtance from this Breath of Lite, but that aftet. 
once it hath received this Breath, whereby che flatne of Lite and. 
Glowing of the Blood hath been Kkindled in it ; it can' never af- 
tet that, live many Momenrs withour ſuch tanninig of the ambi- 
ent Air, drawn'in through the Lungs as tath before been deſcribed, 
An Umbrage or Similitude of chis Operation, we may read it 
Ezekels Viſion of the diy Bones of which thete was a vaſt num-- 
ber, chen there was a ſhaking, and the Bones came together; Bone. 
to his Bone, then Fleſh was {uper-indutcd over the Pones, with 
the Arteries, Sinues and Veins, and all the reft of the Viſecta, 
to humane Bodies belonging, after which the Skin was drawn 0- 
yer them all, and yet they were ſtill bur dead Carcafles; becauſe 
(as the Text ſays) there was no Breath in them. ; And therefore 
God directs the Pophet, ſaying, prophefie unto the Winds, and. 
ſay, thus faith the Lord, come from the four Winds O Breath, 
and breath upon theſe ſhin that they may live; and upon the 
Prophets doing ſo as he was directed, the Breath came inio them, 
and they lived and ſtood up upon their Feet an exceeding great 
Army ; ſo as 'by the Winds breathing this Breath of Life, : and 
fanning the fictns of their pullulent Blood. and Humors, the flame 
ef Life was tinded and kindled in them, by the :Vertue and AQ. 
vicy of which.. they all a-ofe, ſtood up upon their Feet, and be-. 
came living Perſons, in the very ſame manner as Adam. before 
had done. And thus may be ſpared and ſaved that vaſt imploy- 
mene which Mcn have needleſly put upon God, of making or 
creating new Souls eyety day, for all the ſcycral procteations, in 
the World that bear the figure of a humane Shape, be -the coiti- 
ons never ſo unlawtul or bcftial. The fort, of Soul. laſt before. de- 
ſcribed, ſuits well with Moſes Text concerning - 4dams Creation, 
and agrees punQually: with the reſurre&ion of, Ezekiels dry, Bones, 
and is a yery probable and Es of thar — 2) 
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whicn Men expctt at the laſt Day, and which we. may look fo, 
with as. great ccrtainty,-as that there will . be a too Morrow aftc 
the day now paſling. St. Pau! thus teſtifying, 1 Cor. 15, 13. If 
there be no Reſurre#ion of the Dead, our Teaching is Vain, and your 
Faith is alſ, Vain, 3e are yet in your Sinns, and all they that are 
fallen aſleep in Chriſt are. periſhed. Whence ir ſeems conſequent, that 
rhe expectations of future Kecompenſes to Chriſtians, 4s founded 
upon the refurrefion of rhe Dead,and it that could or ſhould ; ciiibly 
Happen to fail us, ir would make the whole Chriſtian, Keligion an 
Occonomy, to became a vain pretence, and of no benefit -at. all to 
them wh.) profeſs it. And our Apoſlle, preceeds further upon this. point 
to wer/. :9. and there, in further proof of the Relurre&ion he ſays, 
fin this Life only we have hoze in Chriff, we are of all Ven moſt 
miſerable, and rhe reaſon why Chriſtians would be lo, is becauſe that 
In this Lite t:ey arc obliged to deny themſelves, .and to mottifie, and 
ſometimes to crucific the Fleſh with. its Aﬀe&ions and -Luſts, which 
Men do in expeCtation of gear Rewards, and avoiding puniſhments 
promiled and threatned in a future ſlate re come after this Lite is 
ended,a!l which are here applyed to proveanccetiry and certairiry of 
the Relurcettion of the Deal. Then ſtill the Apoſtle goes on to 
verl. 32, where he ſays, If T have fought with Beafs at Ephelus, what 
advantageth it me if the Dead riſe not Let us eat ard drink for to 
morrow we dye, plainlv intending, that ler Men fufter what they will 
for the Name and Faith of Chriſt, thoſe ſufferings ſhall profir them 
nothing, unle!s there be a ReſurreCtion of the Dead. And then, 
the Apollle procecils to ſay {omething concerning the manner ofthis 
Reſurrection and rog:ve further proof of the ſame from other Topicks, 
And the {ame Apoſtle, 1 Thef. 4. directs the Diſciples not to ſorrow 
ucry much for their dead Friends, becauſe rhey ſtall have a Reſur. 
refion; thoſe who ({I-2p with Tel, ſhall Chriſt bring with him at his 
ſecond coming. after he hath raiſe] them by the voice of the Arch- 
Angel and che trump of God, and then ſhall they be caught up ins 
to the Clouds to net the Lord in the Air, and fo fhall we ever be 
with the Lord, adding, comfort one another with theſe wo:ds. He 
doth not ſay, comfort your ſelves or one ancther with the hopes 
or expectations of your dead Friehds Souls being gone to Heaven; 
although it that were a Truth and known to him, I think 
he couid not reaſonably, or even' poſſibly have emitred it: in this 
place. 2 Tim, I. 16. The Lord give Mercy to, the Houſe of Oneli- 
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prorus, the Lord grant unto him, that he may find Mercy of the 
Lori in that day. chap. 4+, 7. 1 have fought a good fight, &c. and 
henceforth there is Jaid up tor me a Crown ot Rightcouinels, which 


the Lord the rightzous Judge ſhall give- me at that day, and not to 


me only, but to: .li them who love. his appearing, which words 


plainly. intend -our Lords ſecond coming. , ,VWhence that day muſt: 
intend the. laſt Judgment. 1 Per. 4. 13. Rejsyce in 48 much as ye are. 


made partakers of Chriſls Suffering, that when his Glory ſtall be 


reveated, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding great Joy. cap. 5. 4. He . 
exo ts the Llders to be caretyl in their Offices, and when the chief . 


Shepherd ſhalt azrear ye ſhall referve @ Cropn of Glory that fadeth not 
away. 2 Pet. } Fhelame Apoltie exhorts .iec:ng the earthly World 
and all chat 1s in it ſhal! be burnt up and diffolve+, what manner 
of Perſons ought ye to he 1n all holy Converſation and Godly- 
neſs. looking tor and haſting unto, the coming ot tae; day. of God, 
which. though ir be terrible to others, ſball, xo, them be a great Re- 


compenc? and. Reward, without mentioning an mtcrmedaare State- of 


departed S-uls 1 John 2 28. He exhorts the Dilciples to abide in; 
Ch itt, that when ye ſhall appear, ye may have Confidence, and not be 
aſhamed before him at his Coming. cap. J. 2. Beloved, now are we the 
Sons of Goa, and it doth nt yet appear what we ſhall b-, but we know 
that when he ſhall appear. we ſhall be hhe him, for we ſhall ſee him as 
he is, menticning no expcCctarions. of future Recompences «11 our 
Lords ſecond Coming, and cime of our own Reſurreftion when we 
ſhall ſee him as he is, and be made like unto him. Jam..5. 7..ex- 
horrs the Diſciples, rhat under al! thew AMictions they ſhould: be 
parient unto the coming of the Lord, which he fays craws nigh, 
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without mentioning of any Rewarc after Death,untill the Coming of . 


the Lord And thus I have quoted a cloud of knowing Witnefles, 
to prove that the hope of Recompences future to rhis-Life, is foun- 


ded upon the firm Rock of the Reſurrefion, and Chriſts .coming - 


ro- Judgment: without mention of a ſepara'e 'ſtatz of Souls, or 0- 


ther in-ermediate Recompences between Death and Judgment ; : 


and tr» ſtrengthen the Hope and Belict of thoſe tew honeſt Hearts, 


which our 'Vriter has us'd his beſt endeavour to oyer-throw and - 
pervert. We read Ger. 6. 17. God ſays to Neah, I-do bring @ fla 


of Waters upon the Earth to deſtroy all Fl ſh. wherein-is the Breath of Life, * 


Cc 722. All in whoſe Noſtrils was the Breath of Life,of all "that was in 
the-dry Land dyed, I conceive thele Texts do yery well explain 
oe a 7, Fs : | | what 
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what is meant or intended by the Words, God breath'd into 4- 
dams Nolſtrils the breath of Life, whereby he preſently became a 
living Perſon. Ic ſeems ſuch a Breath as tinded and kindled in 
his Blood and Humours, and the ſtems thereof that flame, or Spi- 
ric of Life which immediately ated his organical Body, and gave 
Lite and Motion thereunto, and continued to perform that Office 
in him during the whole time of his Life, and in no other manner 
then it is known to do among the Beaſts that periſh. The breath 
of all their Noſtrils was ſtop by ſuffocation in that deluge, and 
thereby was fully verified whar is faid by Solomon, Eccleſ. 3. 19. 
concerning Men and Beaſts, as the one dyeth, ſo dyeth the other; 
yea, they have all one Breath. So that (herein) a Man hath no pre- 
eminence above a Bcaſt, all ate of the Duſt, and all rurn co Duſt 
apain, and who knowerh the Spiric of a Man that goeth upward, 
or the Spirit of a Beaſt chat goerh downward to the Earth. By 
which it ſeems he did not know there was ſuch a difference be- 
eween the Spirits of Men and Beaſts, yet that there was among the 
Men of his time an Opinion or Conjefture, that there was or might 
be ſuch a difference between the Spirits of Men and Beaſts, concer. 
ning which. he demands, who knows the truth of ic f Which ſeems 
pregnant with this Negative, that no Man doth with any clearneſs, 
know whether there be ſuch a difference berween their Spirits or 
not: after which he ſays, chap. 12. 7. That when Men dye, The 
Duf ſha/l return to the Earth as it was, and the Spirit ſhall return to 
God who gave it In his third chap. the marter is argued more at 
length, and with greater deliberation, whercas the latter ſeems bue 
a {udden Exp etfion, and without a {crious debating upon the mat- 
cer, but thereunto I haye made a larger Anſwer in another Trea- 
riſe. | | 

Pjal. to4 29. David {avs to God, Thou hideſt thy Face, they are 
troiibled, thou take/t away their Breath, they dye, and return to their 
Duſt , viz.The Children of Men do (o.Ifa.2.22.Ceaſe ye from Man whoſe 
Breath is in his Neſtrils, for wherein i he to be accounted of * Dan. 5. 
2}. Daniel ſays to Beſhazzar, thou haſt highly honoured thy pup- 
pir Gods, but the God in whiſe Hand « thy Breath thou haſt nt gh. 
rifed. A&s 17. 25. Pal teils the Athenians, chat God needs not 
their Scrvice.. or any thing ele that the World has in it, ſeeing he 
giveth to all Lite, and Breath, and all things. Upon which I con- 
ccive; that the expreſſions of Life and Breath; -if they be not con- 
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ſignificant, are of a ſimiliar Nature one to another, and: may iq” 
rend the Breach which gives Life. A Spirit of the ſame Nature with 
that which God breathed into Adeprs Noſtrils at the time of his 
Creation. | EE ; 

By the Texts before quoted, I ſtand at the preſent convinced, 
that che Breath of Lite which God breathed into Adams Nolſirils 
was not an immaterial intell;gent ſubſtance ; bur was of, a ſimilar 
Nacure to that before quoted. Ger. 7. 22. where it is ſaid, 4ll in 
whoſe Noſtrils was the Breath of Life dyed , and ſuch as was prophetical- 
ly call'd for by Ezeke/ to come from the four Winds a Breath, to 
breath upon thoſe ſlain Perſons, (now ready for Life) that, they 
m'ght live. The Breath of Life which by God was brcathed into 

Adams Neſtrits, I yet conceive, (as I have before delivered} io have 
been common Air breathed into him in ſuch a moderate Propor» 
ion, as might kindle and inflame his Blood and Humours, and the 
ſtems of them ready and ripe tor that operation and aftivity, which 
the Spir.ts of Blood fo kindled mighr impart to them ; and that ir 
Was not an extrancous ſubſtantial intelligent Spirit created by God 
Ft -thar time, and for that purpoſe. And I am ready and delirous 
ro put the whole ſtate of the Controverſie upon the true and clear de- 
{iding of this Queſtiop, being 1eady to grant, that if God did create 
a new ſubſtancial intelligent Spirit for that purpoſe, and infuſed the 
{ame into Adams Body for the informing thercof at his Creation, 
that then it is likely he may ſo continue to do, and create new Souls 
for all perſans procreated in. humane ſhapes all the World over, and 
in all ages of it from Adams Creation to our preſcnt time. Bur if that 
Breath of Life which God breathed into Adams Noſtiils,was only for- 
med ot the common ambient Air, breathed into him with a fitting 
moderation for tinding and kindling the flame of Life in his Blood 
and Humours, and the ſtems thereof then ripe and ready for that OQ\ 
pctation, then it is likely that God did neither form and make a ſub. 

antial inteHligent Spirit for the afting of Adams Body, nor that he 
hath crcatcd ſuch Spirits for Men in the Ages following, bur that rather 

{ach ſubſtantial intelligent Spirits have drawn their Origival from the 
apprehenſions and Imaginations of Men, and becauſe Ithink the ſame 
eto be a miſtake, I do willingly contribute my beſt endeayours for the 
efication thercof; and to bring all diſputes concerning the ſame to 

ſuch'a determination as ſhall be moſt agreeable ro the tenor of Scrip- 

ture, and the cleareſt rulcs and diQates of reaſon that Men arcable to 
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attain unto, for the more ſudden attaining, of which end I have pra- 
pounded to put the whole Controverſie upon the determination of this 
ſingle point, whether God die create for Ad a ſpiritual intelligent 
Soul or not 2 If my opponents be able ro prove with intelligible cl-ar- 
neſs that he did {o, then | am 1eady to give up unto ther the Opi- 
nion which | maintain in this Controverſte, and if they be. not able co 
-prove the Creation betore mention'd, they may{if tkey pleale) fotbear 
further ro oppoſe the maintainers of my Opinion ; concluding there- 
upon, thar if they neicher can pertorm one part of the demand, nor 
will {ubmir to the other, we ſhall ſtil] be obliged to proceed on both 
ſidesro the furcher examination of the whole Controyerfie and thoſe 
many points and arguments which thereupon have'riſen, and are 
likely to b2 referred ro a further Exammmgaien an.) Determination. 
*P. 59 Hefayshe is well able to prove the effence ot the Soul to be 
thinking by fundamental arguments, bnt refuſes to da it now, becaule 
he ſays ir is beſide his preſent purpoſe. Bur I differ in Opinion, and 
think if he be ablc to do it, that proot will ever be to very good 
purpoſe, and therefore | requeſt him ro beſtew his pains upon it, be- 
lieving yer that he will never be able to make a good pertormaince of 
ir, viz. that there is eicher ſuch a Soul in Man as he pretends, nor 
that thinking is the efſence of ir, allowing what he hath before ſpo- 
ken to be truce, chat of thar whuch is not there can be neither effe& 
nor eſſence. hy 
P. 60. He would have Men to bring their Minds to ſuch an ab- 

ftraedneſs, as ro lay aſide all thoughts of bodily things, and all 
thoughts thar come by occaſion of Body, and then to refle& upon 
what you find remaining, until your Mind hath a reflex and clear 
knowledge of ir ſelf. I conceiye that this Advice trends to pertwade 
Men to give over all thinking upon the things which they know, 
and to think altogether upon they know not what, and ſo to become 
diſtrafted, as he profeſies he hath ſomerime been. 

The remaining Pages of this Pamphlce, ſpeak only concerning 
himſelf and his own perſonal atings and {ufferings, with which I 
have no deſign or inclination to medile, and therefore my Obſeryae 
rons npon this Pamphlet ſliall here be concluded and finiſhed. 


FINIS. 
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